sessions in bomb search
techniques, electronic
countermeasures, convoy
techniques, and evasive driving.

So far, over 300 students have
gone through WerBell's school. It
has become so popular that
courses are often booked six
months in advance.

Q: You formed your school in
1979. ..

A: It existed before, but it never
was formalized until then. The
purpose of it is to train law-
enforcement people, private
bodyguards, security personnel,
etc. It's a very concentrated
course in which we teach all of
the countermeasures against
political assassinations,
terrorists—that sort of thing.

Q: Couldn't it be said that a
school for antiterrorists could
also double as training ground
for would-be terrorists?

A: Well, how can you tell?

Q: Precisely!

A: We investigate everybody
that comes here very thoroughly—

By Robert Eringer

He’s dropped rats infected with bubonic plague on
North Vietham, recruited ‘““security personnel” for
hot spots all over the world, and runs the top anti-
terror school in the country. Mitch WerBell may
seem outlandish—because he is! And he may be just
the man we need to stand up to Libya’s Khadafy!

“If somebody wants a revolution
they usually wind up talking to
me' ”

hese are the words of
63-year-old Mitchell
Livingston WerBell, one-
time OSS officer,
international arms dealer,
mercenary recruiter, and
commander of Cobray
International, an “Antiterrorist
Training Center” he operates at
his 66-acre estate (called “The
Farm”) in.Powder Springs, Ga.

At five-foot-seven with little
piercing eyes, WerBell is most
aptly described as nasty. (How
else can one describe a man who
once headed an operation to
bomb North Vietnam with live rats
infected with bubonic plague?)
Mitch WerBell spends his days
gulping large shots of Chivas
Regal, smoking fine cigars, and
fondly reminiscing his days as a
mercenary extraordinaire.

A fervent anticommunist,
WerBell has conducted
paramilitary operations—mostly for
foreign dictators—in Cuba,
Nicaragua, Guatemala, Haiti, the
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Dominician Republic, The
Bahamas, Thailand, Cambodia,
Vietnam, and Laos. Through the
years he has become known as a
sort of private CIA for hire.

Coca-Cola called in Mitch
WerBell some years back after
receiving kidnapping threats in
Argentina, Although Coca-Cola
now denies this, WerBell
observes, “Coca-Cola hasn't had
any kidnappings lately.” Continues
WerBell, “I'll tell you how we
stopped it. We said, number one,
anybody kidnapped, go ahead and
kill them, because we're not going
to ransom them, not for 10 cents.
But we will go after you. We will
kill you. We will kill your wife. We
will kill your children, your cats
and dogs, your pigs and your
chickens.”

WerBell's intensive 10-day
antiterrorist training course is
priced at about $2,500. He runs
two such courses per month, each
attended by six or eight students.
The course offers expert training
in .38 and .45 caliber pistols, rifles
and scopes, shotguns,
unconventional weaponry, the
martial arts and counter-terrorist
procedures. In addition, there are

right down to their socks. They
have to furnish us with authentic
documents testifying to their good
reputation—no criminal activity,
not being nuts or alcoholics, etc.
Now, everything you do in a
countermeasure, of course,
teaches you how they're gonna do
it, so0 you can counter them. You
never know who’s gonna go bad.
But even the CIA has that same
problem.

Q: Have you ever rejected
applicants to your school?

A: Yes indeed. We have
canned a couple. Tossed 'em out.

Q: For what reasons?

A: Bad attitudes. We felt that
some of them were potentia!
danger spots. | say “some”—
we're only talking about two
people.

Q: You charge $2,500 for your
10-day course, and that doesn’t
even include accommodations
and most meals. How much of
that do you make in profit?

A: (Laughter) | can tell you, but
you'd be horrified at how little it is.
Q: What I'm really getting at
is, is money the motivation for

running the school?

A: Well naturally, partially, but it
really is not a big producer at all.
We've got too many topnotch and
high-priced instructors.






